
Place-based investments: AHEM creates public-private partnerships by
working with private funders, including businesses and foundations, to lift up
community priorities. Together with community partners, they identify needs
and explore solutions. AHEM offers support by providing data and expertise.

Interagency alignment: AHEM coordinates state agency efforts, prioritizes
investment in focus communities, and improves how the state collects and
uses health equity data.

AHEM Communities: 
Athol, Attleboro, Ayer, Brockton,

Chelsea, Chicopee, Dennis,
Dorchester, Fall River, Falmouth,

Fitchburg, Gardner, Holbrook,
Holyoke, Lawrence, Lowell, Lynn,

Mattapan, New Bedford, North
Adams, Orange, Pittsfield,

Rockland, Roxbury, Southbridge,
Springfield, Ware, Wareham,

Webster, Winchendon,
Worcester, Yarmouth
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AHEM’s focus areas
Maternal health: Addressing the conditions that affect health before, during,
and after pregnancy – such as expanding access to doulas and updating bir th
center regulations. 

Cardiometabolic health: Reducing the risk of  chronic diseases like diabetes,
heart disease, and stroke by addressing root causes such as food insecurity,
poverty, and the built environment. Efforts could include tackling issues such as
access to affordable housing and transportation. 

Focusing resources for maximum impact
AHEM partners with communities that have
historically lacked access to resources and works
with them to draw upon their strengths to build
solutions. AHEM prioritizes 30 communities
across the state that have been most affected by
long-standing inequities in health. These
communities were selected based on indicators such
as premature death, chronic disease, low income,
limited education, race, and location.

Connecting state and local efforts
Through AHEM’s facilitation, community voices will shape state policy and state-level
changes will strengthen local actions. AHEM also works at the state level to improve
coordination among agencies and ensure projects and policies are grounded in health
equity. 

The Healey-Driscoll Administration is committed to eliminating racial, economic, and
geographic disparities in health. Advancing Health Equity in Massachusetts (AHEM) is led
by the Executive Office of  Health and Human Services and brings together community
organizations, state agencies, and partners to help residents live longer, healthier lives.

AHEM’s strategic approach

 Want to learn more? Visit: mass.gov/advancing-health-equity-in-ma
 Contact: EOHHS_HealthEquity@mass.gov


